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Sickroom / Hong Kong / Jun 16 — Jul 17, 2022 / Yang Jiang /

“Sickroom” is a term used in Japanese to describe a house in which a murder has been
committed. In those who hear of this term, it creates a psychological predisposition
without an actual experience, and emphasises a sense of passiveness. The recently
formed experimental conceptual art collective Gloria Awareness used this concept of the
sickroom as a starting point for its imagination. The exhibition of the same name
examined human cognitive mechanisms, with the six exhibiting artists exploring how to

cope with the sickroom.
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By analysing the process of psychological association, Amy Tong and Nicole Wong both
set about exploring the conditions of a sickroom, with the former focusing on its cause
and the latter attempting to propose a solution. Tong’s video This Is A Dog Reading A
Newspaper (2022) had a sense of déja vu from broadcast news — the voiceover came from

found footage of someone teaching mnemonic strategies, borrowing their nonsensical

nature to explain the completely invisible picture in the video.

This Is A Dog Reading A Newspaper by Amy Tong, Film still, digital video, 2022.
Courtesy the artist and Gloria Awareness.

Human cognition is mostly based on information obtained, and is influenced or
deliberately led by society at large. When viewers use their existing understanding to fill
in the logical gaps in a story and connect with things that are beyond the realm of
human comprehension, their reading carries with it a pre-existing judgement.
Conversely, Wong pondered how to remove society’s established narratives to alleviate
fear born of associations. The installation Liquid Time (2022) used drops of water as an
example, neutralising this often seen image that is used to create a sense of unease or a
negative emotion, and returning it to its harmless nature. The two pictures in the

installation illustrated how to view water drops with renewed appreciation by changing
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one’s mindset; it could be an admiration of the beauty of their form, or a correction of

bias. In the plastic bucket placed at the bottom of the picture were crystals shaped like
water drops and materials that emit intense sound energy when struck, like temple

blocks that generate sounds like drops of water falling, which gave them a more positive

association.
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Liquid Time by Nicole Wong, UV print in frame, plastic bucket, crystal sand, wooden fish, audio on
loop, size variable, 2022. Courtesy the artist and Gloria Awareness.

Both Wu Jiaru and cucurrucucu sought emotional value or inspiration from historical
events. Wu’s freedom swimmer (2022, acrylic on wood) depicted a human being without
any identifying characteristics swimming freestyle from a red body of water towards a
blue sea. The piece of wood, painted yellow, had the words “F REEDOM SWIMMER”
printed on its side. This term, which was used in colonial-era Hong Kong to describe
illegal immigrants, became a pun in the artist’s interpretation, symbolising that freedom

could also be an attitude and the ability to actively turn fear into courage.

cucurrucucu’s collage Untitled (2015-2022) used National Geographic magazine’s depiction
of China in the late 20th century. The artist juxtaposed two unrelated images captured
by the magazine to create a bizarre theatrical scene — China’s godfather of rock Cui Jian
singing passionately in 1989, side by side with a picture of a primary school classroom
that looked bare and undeveloped, but with enthusiastic students. Cui Jian, as a spiritual
leader at the time, was blindfolded with a piece of red cloth. The artist echoed this on
the primary school children, who were positioned as the audience, and put red cloths
over their eyes. Times have changed; the symbol and scenes that gave so many people
courage and hope in a difficult period have lost their original sentiment and meaning in

the present context, leaving behind a sense of loneliness and trepidation.

Meanwhile, Yan Wai Yin paced between the invisible and seen, capturing the moment
when memories and reality overlapped. Her diptych silkscreen print Stammers #1 & #2
(2022) originated from photographs of Tainan, Taiwan gathered from the internet to
make up for the regret of not being able to visit in person. But what fascinated the artist
in these photographs were the plants in the background that looked so ordinary as to be
invisible. So she drew the outline of the plants, magnified, copied and overlaid them,
using paint of different colour tones and textures to make a print of many layers. If you
step back, the profile of a dog suddenly appears on the print — memories constantly

transform in cycles in the mind.
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Stammers #1 & #2 by Yan Wai Yin, Screenprints (unique), 99 x 66 x 3.5 cm each, 2022.
Courtesy the artist and Gloria Awareness.

Like a preacher, Chan Ka Kiu’s work delivered an ultimate message — you and what you
fear are in fact one and the same. Her video We r all in this tgt (2022) used her signature
computer-generated voice and found footage to interpret a short text she wrote that
combined arguments and feelings. The text argued that as we cannot be omniscient like
God and cannot transcend boundaries like light, we are inevitably insecure. In the
adjacent installation Be The Light (2022), she placed two extinguished candles atop the
heads of two mannequins with reflective surfaces, demonstrating humans’ ritualised
attempts to reach for the divine. But while humans can’t escape their physical reality,

they at least know they have others by their side when they face what they fear.
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Be The Light by Chan Ka Kiu, Mannequin, candle, size variable, 2022.
Courtesy the artist and Gloria Awareness.

In the current environment, the majority are caught between a sense of powerlessness to
resist and having nowhere to go. On one hand, Sickroom reflected this, but on the other
hand, it seemed to have found some respite. The venue was full of light and surreal, with
fake grass on the floor and various reflective effects in the artworks. It did not have a
forced unified ideology. However, not only did it not cause conflict, confrontation or
bickering, but instead constituted a powerful rebuttal of groupthink. Although this is still
a long way from a practical solution, but it might be because the solution has never
existed, at least not in art. Artists convey their intimate and genuine feelings to the
viewers, like a light source that flashes at the dark end of the abyss. Being able to bring a
sliver of comfort would suffice. This was illustrated by Wu’s sound installation

Untitled_ heart Sutra_silver screen (2022) — a square formed by laser rays in the centre of a
giant reflective curtain gave this space a protective glow, even when the lights were not
switched on. The chanting of the Heart Sutra filled one’s ears, supporting the
philosophical pondering about fear, and giving people courage to face the darkness.

Featured image: Untitled by cucurrucucu, Cut-and-pasted printed paper, 35 x 45cm (framed), 2015-2022.

Courtesy the artist and Gloria Awareness.
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